
Accommodation

After acceptance at university, students are usually advised to apply for a place in a hall of
residence or other college accommodation, such as self-catering houses and apartments.

Most universities and colleges can provide accommodation on or near to their campus.
University apartments, residential colleges and halls of residence are generally available.

International students often enjoy staying at the halls of residence as they have opportunity to
mix with many other students on a full-time basis. This is also one of the cheapest options for
accommodation. Meals and some cleaning services are usually provided.

Residential colleges provide accommodation with meals. They are slightly more expensive than
university Halls of Residence.The facilities are more comprehensive and often include fully
serviced rooms, sporting and recreation facilities, computer and internet access and sometimes
a library.
    
International students have the option of sharing accommodation with other students. They are
able to share the rent on an apartment or a flat close to the campus. Some Australian families
provide homestay accommodation for international students.

It is often wise for a student to organize temporary accommodation until they have had a
chance to consider the alternatives.

Institutions maintain a register of families prepared to board international students during the
academic year.They check to ensure that homestay families are reputable and that they offer
accommodation of a reasonable standard. Farmstay accommodation is often available in rural
areas. This is an exciting option for students wishing to experience a farming lifestyle.

Backpackers, youth hostels, guest houses and hotels provide a variety of housing options at
various costs. Individual universities and colleges are also able to provide information on
accommodation available. Prices vary from place to place, so local information is important.

How much does renting cost? Rental costs vary considerably according to the size (number of
bedrooms) and quality of a property, its age and the facilities provided.
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